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TTMO (Texas Teen Models Offi-
cial) is an organization dedicated 
to encouraging the development 

of a positive lifestyle in the teenagers of 
today. TTMO also helps promote local 
businesses and creatives through collab-
orative efforts with members of Team 
TTMO.

TTMO is based in Dallas, TX and op-
erates primarily in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area.

TTMO MISSION STATEMENT

Our main goal is to inspire the following 
message:

Although Team TTMO is composed of 
experienced teen models, modeling and 
participating in creative photoshoots are 
just a portion of what we do. TTMO tries 
to promote the beauty within us all. We 
believe discovering our own individuali-
ty begins with the efforts at kindness that 
we share with the world around us.

TTMO tries to develop this by instill-

WEB
http://ttmomag.com

EMAIL
info@ttmomag.com

INSTAGRAM
@TTMOmag

FACEBOOK
@TTMOmag

TIKTOK
@TTMOmag

“Individuality is our 
greatest strength: we can 
discover who we are by 

embracing our differences, 
having integrity and 

personal accountability, 
building up our 

communities, and valuing 
every human life.”

MAGAZINE

TM

ing a strong sense of positivity, integrity, 
individuality, diversity, equality, person-
al accountability, and dedication to each 
person’s work.

TTMO delivers this message by rec-
ognizing the positive efforts of these 
young individuals and showcasing those 
efforts in TTMO Magazine, as well as 
online via Instagram, Facebook, and tt-
momag.com.

TTMO strongly encourages the im-
provement of our team members by re-
quiring that each member regularly par-
ticipate in positive activities including 
community service projects, assisting 
their peers whenever possible, and mak-
ing public appearances to encourage our 
mission statement with others.

If you’re interested in working togeth-
er with TTMO, hiring one or more of our 
talented teen models, or would like to be 
considered for a future project, please 
contact us via email or message us on In-
stagram or Facebook. We look forward 
to hearing from you! ■
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Norma Finnen
Stylist

@finfab--fashionista
Norma Finnen

The TTMO Glam Squad is the creative team responsible for the TTMO models' hair, make-up, and styling. The Glam Squad is composed of profes-
sional artists who provide services in and around the DFW area.

LET'S UNLEASH YOUR INNER BEAUTY

TOGETHER WE CAN ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING

GLAM SQUAD
The TTMO Elite Models Team help plan and create the content for TTMO 
Magazine every month. They promote TTMO's message and express themselves 
creatively through their articles and through photos in collaboration with 
TTMO's photography team. The Models Team Officers are veteran members 
responsible for making major decisions involving the TTMO Models.

ELITE MODELS TEAM
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@fai--slaythebeat
Fai Watson
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@janthonymua
J Anthony Martinez
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Stylist
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Alexus Condé

Sally Alvarez
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Sally Alvarez

Vee Matthews
Makeup Artist

@veematthewsartistry
Vee Matthews

Avery Stevens (age 16)
TTMO Elite Models Team Officer

@averyannstevens
@Avery.stevensss
Avery Stevens

Bella Fenoglio (age 17)
TTMO Elite Models Team Officer

@bellafenoglio
@bellafenoglio
Isabella Fenoglio

Kyle Gibson (age 17)
TTMO Elite Models Team Officer

@kylexdean
@dtx.kyle.dean
Kyle Gibson

Morgan Krizek (age 17)
TTMO Elite Models Team Officer

@modelmorganraine
@morgankrizek--

Arianna Hailey (age 16)
TTMO Elite Model

@itsari.aleise
@itsari.aleise

Kaylee Davis (age 17)
TTMO Elite Model

@kayleedavis
@kayleedavissss
Kaylee Davis

Mya Jones (age 17)
TTMO Elite Model

@myajjoness
@myajjoness
Mya Jones

Kolten Kirschke (age 16)
TTMO Elite Model

@koltenkirschke
Kolten Kirschke

Miles Maresch (age 16)
TTMO Elite Model

@milesmaresch
@mtmmiles
Miles Maresch

Madison Partee (age 17)
TTMO Elite Model

@madison--partee
@madison.partee
Madison Partee



The TTMO Photography Team consists of professional photographers from the DFW area. They provide the primary photographic 
content for TTMO Magazine by working closely with the TTMO Elite Models Team. The Photography Team Officers are responsible for 
any major decisions involving the TTMO photographers.

PHOTOGRAPHY TEAM

TTMO Magazine Art Director
TTMO Photography Officers Team Lead
TTMO Team Photographer

Ivan is a portrait photographer and graphic designer based in Euless, TX who 
specializes in creative, lifestyle, and editorial photography. He strives to depict 
interesting narratives with his photos, but also enjoys creating portraits that 
showcase his subject's beauty. Ivan typically shoots on-location, usually in a 
natural setting, and his photography tends to center on concepts and themes 
that celebrate femininity and female empowerment.

Avery Stevens
Photo by Ivan

IVAN FLORES

@iflo.photo
Ivan Flores

HECTOR JAVIER "JAVI" GONZALEZ

TTMO Photography Team Officer
TTMO Team Photographer

Javi holds a Bachelors in Graphic Design and is currently teaches digital arts. 
He found his passion for photography in 2015 when he was asked to photo-
graph a wedding. He loves all genres of photography, but currently specializes 
in weddings and portraits. Visit his website to see his full portfolio. 

Kaylee Davis
Photo by Javi

@hectorjavier--Gonzalez
Hector Javier Gonzalez

HECTOR REYES
TTMO Photography Team Officer
TTMO Team Photographer

Hector is a fashion photographer located in Dallas, TX. He holds degrees in 
engineering and has had a camera in his hand for over 20 years. He shoots 
both studio and natural light and works hard to create striking images that 
celebrate life in all its forms. His work has been described as professional, 
clean and modern. Hector has photographed new and experienced models 
and entertainers for years. His background in engineering combined with 
years of experience as a fashion and lifestyle photographer results in modern, 
stylish images his clients love.

Morgan Krizek
Photo by Hector

@hectors.images
Hector Reyes

TTMO Team Photographer 

Ed is a north DFW area photographer in Little Elm. He strives for image ex-
cellence and over the last six years has served the area with family, maternity, 
newborn, quinceañera, senior, sports, dance, wedding, destination wedding, 
and corporate headshot photography; fashion, editorial, and glamour photog-
raphy; and even pet photography.

Kolten Kirschke
Photo by Ed

ED WASSON

@ewassonphotography
Ed Wasson

TTMO Team Photographer 

Greg Daniels is a Dallas based photographer whose work focuses on creative 
photography with many years of providing clients, both fashion and editorial, 
with images that consistently deliver superior quality and innovative style. He 
approaches each shoot and assignment as a vehicle to create images that are 
visually appealing and uniquely original. Applying technical skill and expert 
knowledge of lighting and pictorial composition, Greg is considered one of 
Texas's preeminent photographers.

Mya Jones
Photo by Greg

GREG DANIELS

@gregdanielsphoto
Greg Daniels

TTMO Team Photographer 

Jeff is a Dallas, TX based photographer who's goal is to create captivating 
beauty, lifestyle, environmental, and portrait photos. 

Arianna Hailey
Photo by Jeff

JEFF PECK

@DFW--shutterbug
Jeff Peck

TTMO Team Photographer 

Allen is a world renowned paleontologist. He was working at a dig site just out-
side Snakewater, Montana when he was invited by John Hammond to attend 
and evaluate Hammond's new dinosaur park. Allen agreed to Hammond's 
invitation to tour the park, finding it difficult to turn down the request from a 
major financial donor, unaware that Hammond had cloned living dinosaurs. 
During a massive storm, the dinosaurs escaped, and Allen became stranded 
in the park with Hammond's grandchildren. However, using his ingenuity, he 
was able to escape after a only a few minor mishaps. He enjoys running in the 
rain, climbing trees, and throwing road flares.

Bella Fenoglio
Photo by Allen

ALLEN ENT

@ent.portraits
Allen Ent
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OMAR RAMOS
TTMO Elite Photographer 

Omar is a photographer with a love for storytelling. Born and raised in Brook-
lyn New York, Omar began assisting New York City fashion photographers 
Terry Weir and Phyllis Cuington, where he began his career in commercial 
portrait photography. Omar’s photography has been seen in national publi-
cations and trade circulations nationwide and published through marketing 
and music productions. He enjoys a wide variety of clients from top talent and 
model agencies to fortune 500 corporations.

Avery Stevens
Photo by Omar

@photosbyomar
Omar Ramos

TTMO Elite Photographer

Warren is a Dallas-based photographer whose primary areas of focus are fash-
ion, lifestyle and beauty concepts. He has been actively shooting in the studio, 
on location and traveling to events like New York fashion Week for the past 
5 years. His work is regularly published in glamour, fashion, lifestyle and cre-
ative art magazines in the U.S. and internationally.

Kyle Gibson
Photo by Warren

WARREN ANDERSON

@andersonphotoshoots
Warren Anderson

JULIEN KIBLER
TTMO Elite Photographer

A photographer originally from France but living in the DFW metroplex for 
the last 10 years, photography has been a passion of Julien's since he was a 
child. Julien has worked hard to teach himself photography and photo editing 
and is proud to be a self-made professional photographer. Julien's other pas-
sion is traveling the world, which blends very well with his love of photogra-
phy. Couples photography, including wedding and engagement photos, is one 
of Julien's professional specialties.

Madison Partee
Photo by Julien

@julien--kibler--studio
Julien Kibler

TTMO Elite Photographer

Kelvin started his photography career days when digital cameras didn't exist. 
Every shot must be right out of the camera to create that perfect moment 
for clients. He is a wedding and portrait photographer that creates timeless 
memories for his clients. His photography techniques focus heavily on OCF 
(off camera flash) and natural light to create timeless moments. He is a pub-
lished photographer and his work has been on many front and back covers for 
TTMO magazine and MMMagazine. He is also a creator of the Dallas OCF 
Group (facebook.com/groups/dallasocf) and he teaches OCF workshops.

Kaylee Davis
Photo by Kelvin

KELVIN PHAN

@kelvinphanstudio
Kelvin Phan

TTMO Elite Photographer 

A DFW-area sports, portrait, and fashion photographer who shoots outdoors, 
on-location, and in-studio. When he's not doing photography, you can find 
him at his "day job" underwriting middle market private debt and equity in-
vestments.

Mya Jones
Photo by Kyle

KYLE OKITA

@kyleokitaphotography
Kyle Okita

TTMO Elite Photographer 

A Dallas based photographer with 3 years of experience shooting both 
natural light and Off-Camera Flash. He strives to capture the very best of his 
clients while having fun in the process. You can often find him flexing his 
creative muscle alongside his OCF photo partner in crime, Kelvin Phan.

Bella Fenoglio
Photo by MQ

MQ NGUYEN

@mqprostudio
MQ Nguyen

TTMO Team Photographer 

An Arlington, TX based photographer who loves photographing landscapes 
as much as he loves working with models of all skill levels. He grew up in 
the small town of Pampa, TX where he began learning photography from 
his father, a well-respected wedding photographer. John is mostly self-taught 
in photography and editing and constantly strives to learn new lighting and 
editing techniques. 

Miles Maresch
Photo by John

JOHN GRADY

@john--grady--photography
John Grady

MAY 2021 GUEST PHOTOGRAPHERS
GUEST TEAM

@nealbaileystudios
NEAL BAILEY

@onixiv3
HECTOR VARELA
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blackandlightstudio.com

North Dallas
Creative Studio
Space

2650 Midway Rd, #222 Carrollton, TX  75006
(972) 810-1744 | info@blackandlightstudio.com

Black & Light Studio, located in North 
Dallas, provides 2100 square feet of creative 
space with beautiful, natural flooding 
window light, colorful backdrops, and a 
variety of unique furniture and accessories. 
Book your next session today!

blkandlightstudio

Photos by TTMO Photographer Ivan Flores
ft. TTMO Models Avery Stevens, Ari Hailey,
& Miles Maresch

Sponsored Ad

Black & Light Studio Space - Photo courtesy of Black & Light Studio

CREATIVE STUDIO SPACE

Ari Hailey

Miles Maresch

Ari Hailey & Avery Stevens



By Arianna Hailey
TTMO Model

y identity is something that I am still trying to figure out today. What identifies me? Who am I? What am I? All 
questions that circle my mind daily, because I am still trying to find myself as an independent individual. I want to 
be different, I want to be one of a kind, like no other. As teens who are still learning and growing, I think it’s hard to 
completely know who we are. What we want can change from day to day and who we think we are at 15 will probably 
be vastly different at 25, and that’s ok!! Because self-discovery is a journey. This month, we want to celebrate all the 
different identities out there and to encourage self-discovery.

Each of us is only given one identity and it is one of a kind. Being true to who we see ourselves as, to who we feel 
we are both physically and emotionally, is so important. One thing that I have learned about myself and my identity 

is that if you are not completely and utterly yourself, life will be much more difficult than it needs to be. Identity cannot be assigned or dictated to 
us by someone else. Telling someone how they should feel about themselves doesn’t make them feel that way. Trying to force someone to behave 
or act a certain way based on their gender or the way they look is depriving them of their individuality. The freedom to explore who we are is 
essential to becoming the person we want to be.

 The acronym “YOLO” means “you only live once” and it really resonates with me. For this truth, I choose to live my life for me. I choose to 
see myself and my identity as my most valuable assets, to embrace them, and to live my best life accordingly . So when it comes to you and trying 
to find your own identity, just know that if it isn't your truth that you’re living, happiness will always elude you. Who cares what other people 
think? I don't! And when it comes to your identity, neither should you. Have PRIDE in yourself. Have CONFIDENCE in yourself. Just be you. ■

M

Photos by IVAN FLORES

TTMO Message of the Month

“PRIDE in Everyone”

I choose to live 
my life for me.”
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T T M O  F E A T U R E D T E A M  P H O T O S H O O T

The TTMO Team enjoys a fun 
outing together at Legacy Park 
West in Dallas while expressing 
their individuality with colorful 
wardrobes inspired by the classic 
90's movie “Clueless.”

Photo by WARREN ANDERSON
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Photos by NEAL BAILEY

ARIANNA HAILEY
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Photos by JAVI GONZALEZ

AMBER PATIÑO

23TTMO Team Feature22 TTMOmag.com



Photo by JAVI GONZALEZ

Photo by WARREN ANDERSON

BELLA FENOGLIO
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KAILEY AYERS

Photos by WARREN ANDERSON
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Photos by JOHN GRADY

AVERY STEVENS
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Photos by WARREN ANDERSON

KOLTEN KIRSCHKE
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CAITLIN CHILDERS

Photos by JAVI GONZALEZ
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BTS photos by IVAN FLORES
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Featuring Musician AMBER PATIÑO
@amberpatinoofficial

Photography by IVAN FLORES
@iflo.photo

MUSICAL BUTTERFLY
For Amber, the 

butterfly represents 
her growth as a 

young, inexperienced 
person emerging 

from hardship into a 
wonderfully optimistic 

and colorful artist.

Hollywood's newest 
teen pop star, AMBER 
PATIÑO, is about to 

explode onto the music 
scene, releasing 12 new 

singles this Summer. 
TTMO sits down with 

Amber to take a peak at 
her creative side.

Amber
Patiño
Musical Pride--

39Industry Corner38 TTMOmag.com



A mber is an actress and 
singer-songwriter from 
California who appeared 
on “The First,” a HULU 
TV series alongside 
iconic actors Sean Penn 
and Natascha McElhone. 

Now, as she embarks on her new music ca-
reer, Amber is collaborating with TTMO and 
the TTMO Model Team to create 12 iPhone 
music videos to mark the release of her de-
but album. Amberʼs first single “Influencers 
Birthday Party” is set to release on May 30th, 
2021, which will stream on all platforms.

The theme of this monthʼs issue of TTMO 
Magazine “Pride in Everyone” ties in per-
fectly with another one of Amberʼs upcoming 
new singles “Dandelions.” “Dandelions” is 
about having genuine fun, taking pride in your 
true self, and expressing yourself in ways that 
are honestly you, however different that may 
come across to others. Amber takes pride in 
staying true to her own inner quirkiness and 
strives to use her platform to promote posi-
tivity and encourage self-confidence in others.

TTMO: Hi Amber! Please tell us a little 
about yourself.

Amber: Okay–Hi, Iʼm Amber! Iʼm an 18 
year old musician, singer, songwriter, actress, 
and special-effects artist who has been mak-
ing music since 2014. I use my platform to 
spread awareness to societal issues and pro-
mote self-confidence and acceptance. Iʼm an 
unapologetic weirdo, and I donʼt think anyone 
else should have to feel pressured to conform 
to societyʼs standards. Everyone should have 
the chance to fully express themselves as who 
they are and thatʼs my goal with my music: to 
inspire people to truly be themselves no mat-
ter what anyone else thinks. 

T: Thatʼs a wonderful message to convey, es-
pecially to young people. Can you give us an 
overview of what has led you to this point in 
your life?

A: My journey through the music industry 
actually started in California through acting! 
While I was face-painting at an event for spe-
cial needs kids, I was discovered by someone 
who heard me singing. Through my acting 
endeavors, I was able to start pursuing a ca-
reer in music. In California I met SO MANY 
helpful people, including my writing partner 
and producer Lucas Bakker. A lot of what I 
know now about music, I owe to Lucas for 
teaching me. Lucas was able to help pull me 
out of my shell when I was singing, and truly 

---

NOT FAR FROM HER UKE
You won't find Amber 
far from her trusty 
ukelele. Any chance 
she gets, she'll strum a 
few chords, which can 
sometimes lead into 
fresh new song ideas.
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express my feelings, not only through writing, 
but inflection, patterns, and pacing. Now, sev-
en years later, Iʼm finally ready to start sharing 
more of my personal story through my music, 
and I canʼt wait for you to hear!

T: Thatʼs fantastic that youʼve been able to 
develop your skill while meeting new and in-
teresting people. Has life as an entertainer 
been challenging? Is there anything you wish 
you could have done differently? 

A: It definitely hasnʼt been the easiest road, 
but I wouldnʼt trade it for the world! Itʼs my 
passion!!! Itʼs part of who I am, and yes there 
definitely have been struggles, but theyʼve 
made me a stronger person and Iʼm grateful 
for them.

As for things I wish I could have done 
differently, sure, there are plenty of things I 
could have done differently, but in the end 
everything that Iʼve done–right or wrong–has 
brought me to the point where I am right now. 
Even though Iʼm far from perfect, I honestly 
wouldnʼt change a thing. Iʼm proud of where 
I am at today and I wouldnʼt be here without 
my faults.

T: Accepting your faults and learning from 
your mistakes is something that many adults 
still struggle with, so itʼs so good to see you 
taking that aspect of life in stride. On that pos-
itive note, can you tell us what inspires you? 
What are your passions?

A: A lot of my inspiration comes from either 
personal experiences or situations that Iʼve 
witnessed unfold in other peopleʼs lives. My 
music spreads awareness about bullying, un-
realistic beauty standards, social cannibalism, 
and many other common struggles in our 
world. Iʼve always been a thinker and a peo-
ple watcher and one of my biggest passions 
is being able to share what I see through my 
music. So, in short, I think that life in itself is 
my biggest inspiration. 

T: Being able to express your life experiences 
musically is a fantastic talent to have. Speak-
ing of which, can you tell us a little more 
about the album that youʼre working on?

A: Absolutely! Iʼm planning on combining 
several of my upcoming singles into one co-
hesive album later on this year. While each 
one of my songs has a unique story and mes-
sage all itʼs own, Iʼm really excited to share 
a special over-arcing story expressed through 
several particular songs!

I try to be as true to 
myself as possible. 

One of the goals I have 
for my music is to 

encourage people to 
accept themselves and 

others as they are.
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T: How would you describe your musical 
style?

A: I like to think my music is a blend of 
some of my favorite artists, while main-
taining my own individual sound. Some 
of my inspirations come from Twen-
ty One Pilots, specifically the albums 
“Blurryface” and “Vessel.” The album 
“Pure Heroine” by Lorde and even 
Paul Simonʼs “Graceland” album are 
also big influences.

T: How would you describe your stage 
image/persona? Is your persona differ-
ent from who you are off the stage?

A: I try to be as true to myself as possi-
ble. One of the goals I have for my music 
is to encourage people to accept them-
selves and others as they are...no matter 
how different or weird people might per-
ceive them. I pride myself in being the 
unapologetic weirdo that I am; whether 
Iʼm on the stage, in the streets, or just 
hanging out on the couch.

T: We absolutely love that your music 
speaks loudly about being true to who 
you are. Can you tell us why that mes-
sage is so important to you?
 
A: Itʼs important because itʼs a message 
I sometimes need to hear too. Because 
my platform is really focused on speak-
ing up against the social cannibalism that 
is affecting our world today, my biggest 
goal with my songs is to make people 
stop and think. With some of my songs I 
specifically try to write from the cynical 
side of social cannibalism in hopes that 
it will open the eyes of those who have 
fallen victim to the toxic aspects of our 
society. My hope is that it will help them 
through their situation and let them know 
that they are not alone, and that they can 
make it back.

SELF-PROCLAIMED WEIRDO
When Amber isn't 
expressing herself 
musically, she loves 
expressing her creativity 
through her quirky fashion 
sense. If it's weird, chances 
are good that she loves it.
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T: When can we expect the release of your 
new album?

A: My first single “Influencers Birthday 
Party” drops May 30th, but I have 12 singles 
coming out in spaced intervals throughout the 
Summer. All 12 songs will eventually be com-
piled and released as a full album, which will 
include some special bonus content.

T: Where can people hear your music?

A: My music will be streaming on all digital 
platforms. You can keep track of whatʼs com-
ing out next via my Instagram:

@AmberPatinoOfficial

and on my website, http://AmberPatino.com

T: Awesome! We canʼt wait! We have one last 
question for you: as a young entertainer who 
has grown up in L.A., do you have any advice 
for todayʼs teens interested in pursuing enter-
tainment as a career?
 
A: I would say to anyone looking to be in the 
industry today–especially if youʼre young– 
that above everything else, STAY POSITIVE. 
You should be confident in who you are and 
stand firm in what youʼre willing to do–or 
not do! There are so many people that jump 
into it and donʼt realize how easily you can 
be manipulated by someone whoʼs trying to 
take advantage of you, especially if youʼre a 
girl. It really does help to have someone sup-
porting you and looking out for you, whether 
it be friends, family, or a group of like-minded 
creatives.

Itʼs a HUGE commitment and a scary 
world, so if youʼre looking to join the indus-
try, be prepared for mental and physical ex-
haustion. Make friends with as many talented 
people as you can. Put in the effort and donʼt 
ever complain. Be strong, keep your mind 
positive and healthy and, with a little luck, 
youʼll get there.

TTMO wants to thank Amber for taking the 
time to share a little piece of herself with us 
and our readers. Give Amber a follow on her 
Instagram and stay tuned for the release of 
her new album later this year. In the mean-
time, go and check out her brand new single 
“Influencers Birthday Party,” streaming now 
on all platforms! ■ 

VINTAGE OBSESSED
When it comes to 

her wardrobe, Amber 
would pick a vintage, 

hole-in-the-wall 
boutique over a name-

brand store any day.
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Model
LEXI GRAVES
@lexigravesofficial

Photographer
HECTOR VARELA
@onixiv3

TTMO Next-up Model LEXI GRAVES 
demonstrates her support of the 
LGBT+ community with a fun, 
colorful, rainbow shoot along with 
photographer HECTOR VARELA. 
Lexi also shares a list of upcoming 
pride events so you can show your 
support as well.

PRIDE
celebrating

in everyone
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Upcoming Community
Pride Events in Texas

Dallas Pride Festival
Friday, June 4 and Saturday, June 5
Gates open at 7PM in the Historic Band Shell at Fair Park | 1465 1st Ave, Dallas, TX

The Pride Run
Saturday, June 12
First run starts at 7:30AM at MacGregor Park | 5225 Calhoun St, Houston, TX

Baewatch x Salvation | Official Pride Pool Party
Saturday, June 19
2PM – 8PM at Clé | 2301 Main St, Houston, TX

Pride Nights Neon Light Show
Saturday, June 26
9PM – 11:59PM at The Urban Cowboy Saloon | Fort Worth, TX

Pride in Local Music
Wednesday, June 30
6PM – 8PM | Check prideinlocalmusic.com for live watch parties in @Austin, TX

Big Gay River Float
Sunday, July 18th
11AM – 6PM | San Marcos, TX
For info on locations and packages, visit therepubliq.com

Austin Pride Parade and Festival
Saturday,August 14th
8PM – 11PM | 402 Congress Ave, Austin, TX

For more Pride events in your area, search "Pride Events 2021" and add your city!
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Inspiring and empowering LGBTQ+ youth by connceting them with successful LGBTQ+ professionals in 
their community

L I V E  O U T  •  L I V E  P R O U D  •  L I V E  F R E E
LIVE  OUT  LOUD Live Out Loud is a non-profit organization that provides LGBTQ+ youth 

with resources, role models, and opportunities to help them discover their 
own voice and become leaders of change. Founder and executive director, 
Leo Prezio, was inspired by a Metro Source article titled “The Gun In The 
Closet”, which talked about two high school students who committed 
suicide because of societal bullying. Knowing what had to be done, 
Prezoiosi dedicated himself to helping young adults to connect to 
role models and leaders in the community. Twenty years later, 
Live Out Loud continues to provide LGBTQ+ youth with role 
models and leaders in the LGBTQ community, people who are 
passionate about their life's work and committed to sharing 
their stories, insight, and advice with the next generation.

VISION:
A world where Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
youth live PROUD, live OUT, live FREE!

WHY DO WE HELP LGBTQ+ YOUTH?
The LGBTQ rights movement has come a long way, but 
the struggle is far from over. LGBTQ youth still feel iso-
lation, ostracism and fear.

WHO DO WE HELP?
Live Out Loud helps LGBTQ students, primarily high 
school students, in New York City and the tri-state 
area.

WHAT ARE THEIR NEEDS?
Even though they live in one of the greatest, 
most progressive cities in the world, many 
LGBTQ youth still feel isolated, unsafe, 
and unsure of where to turn for sup-
port and advice.

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF OUR 
ORGANIZATION?
Until all students, teachers, 
and adults can lead open and 
honest lives, Live Out Loud 
aims to inspire and em-
power students by show-
ing them that they have 
the potential to lead 
positive, open, and ful-
filling lives.

MODEL
AVERY STEVENS
@averyannstevens

PHOTOGRAPHER
OMAR RAMOS
@photosbyomar
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M I S S I O N
 
Live Out Loud inspires, nurtures and 
empowers LGBTQ youth to build a 
successful future by connecting them 
to positive role models and affirmative 
experiences in the LGBTQ community.

By providing youth with opportunities 
to interact with adults who under-
stand the realities of living openly as 
a member of the LGBTQ community, 
Live Out Loud helps young people 
to achieve academic success, healthy 
relationships, rewarding careers, and a 
fulfilling life.

Live Out Loud forges these crucial con-
nections through innovative, hands-on 
initiatives that include: bringing posi-
tive LGBTQ role models into classrooms 
and schools; bringing LGBTQ youth into 
workplaces to meet LGBTQ profession-
als from all walks of life; and providing 
financial and mentoring support to 
young scholars and leaders.
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P R O G R A M S

The School Program: This Live 
Out Loud program partners with 
schools across New York City to 
implement educational curric-
ulum focused on LGBTQ issues, 
awareness, and action. Thepro-
gram teaches LGBTQ+ youth, and 
their allies, about queer history-
and social activism, while also 
supporting their development as 
leadersin the continued struggle 
for equality.

The 360 Experience: Live Out 
Loud’s 360 Experience focuses on 
creating safe and inclusive spaces 
throughout school communities 
from students, to parents, to fac-
ulty. By offering workshops on 
LGBTQ+ topics for these three au-
diences, the 360 Experience seeks 
to empower LGBTQ+ students’ 
whole world.

BTS Virtual Learning Series: 
Live Out Loud invites students to 
connect with a panel of LGBTQ+ 
professionals and hear their own 
stories. These events also give 
students a chance to meet GSAs 
(Gay Straight Alliance Members) 
and take part in career readiness 
activities. Behind the scenes hap-
pens once a month and anyone is 
welcome to join!  

Student  to Student Chat Se-
ries: S2S chats are a virtual safe 
space for the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty to come together and discuss 
topics about their identities and 
experiences. On a bi-weekly ba-
sis the Master of Social Work stu-
dent intern leads conversations 
about fellowship, joy and a sense 
of freedom for the online youth 
community. These chats are free 
to attend, and have open registra-
tion for middle school and high 
school students.
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For more information on Live Out 
Loud and the amazing work they 
are doing in the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty, check out:

www.liveoutloud.info

or contact manager of Youth Pro-
gramming Jon Sands for more info 
on the programs offered by the 
Live Out Loud organization and 
how you can help:

jon@liveoutloud.info
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The June message is “Pride 
in Everyone” and this shoot 
was themed with different 
outfits that really showcase 
androgynous looks and Ar-
ianna’s different personality 
characteristics in a down-
town setting. We want to 
let everyone know that it 
is important to always take 
pride in who you are as an 
individual. The goal of the 
shoot was to have fun and 
capture different aspects of 
Arianna’s outgoing person-
ality.

S T R E E T  S T Y L E

This month’s Art of Photography fea-
tures model Arianna Hailey and pho-
tographer Javi Gonzalez capturing a 
variety of street styles.

MODEL
ARIANNA HAILEY
@itsari.ali

PHOTOGRAPHER
JAVI GONZALEZ
@hectorjavier_gonzalez
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I wanted to achieve a cool, 
casual vibe for the first two 
outfits. These outfits reflect 
Arianna’s personal take on 
androgynous fashion, her 
no-nonsense attitude AND 
her excellent taste in good 
shoes!
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With the third outfit, we 
decided to shoot images 
that are a bit more up-
beat, highlighting Ari’s in-
fectious, easy smile, while 
still evoking a semi-pro-
fessional androgynous 
look. Having her sit by the 
stairs allowed me to shoot 
some nice portraits. 
These required a strobe 
as the area we were in 
had a lot more shadow 
and darker spots.  Using 
the strobe filled those ar-
eas in with the extra light 
needed to balance every-
thing out.
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The last outfit has a very 
cool modern style: very Tik 
Tok friendly and fun. Arian-
na posed playfully for these 
shots, and I was able to cap-
ture her great movement as 
a model, as well as her sassy 
side.

Whatever style you have, 
embrace it!  Be yourself, 
rock your look and make it 
work. Let your personality 
shine! You are you and you 
should have pride in that!
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Verbal abuse on a repetitive basis 
is a term called “bullying”.  In 
recent years, lots of technological 

advancements have made it easy to 
verbally abuse anyone anonymously 
and never be caught. This has caused 
the blind courage needed to degrade 
someone face to face to fade into the past 
and allowed bullying to become much 
easier and much more commonplace. 
Witnessing bullying can envelop our 
minds with a large selection of emotions 
and thoughts and sometimes the desire 
to take physical action. However, the 
best we can do is to support those who 
are affected by this type of unkindness, 
and try to educate others on dealing with 
the emotions involved in bullying, on 
both sides of the equation.

Model
MILES MARESCH
@milesmaresch

Photographer
WARREN ANDERSON
@warrenandersonshoots

As the LGBTQ+ community has found 
more acceptance and growth over the 
past several decades, animosity from 
people who don't understand non-het-
erosexual relationships has also grown. 
Emotions are complex and hard to under-
stand and identify, especially in our teen 
years. With personal experience, I have 
seen LGBTQ+ friends bullied on the way 
to their car just to get lunch.  I have wit-
nessed them being called slurs and even 
threatened. For What? Well, for starters, 
a lack of understanding and ignorance. In 
this segment, I would like to take a look 
at some of the complex emotions expe-
rienced during and after witnessing bul-
lying. 

FEAR

While witnessing this type of bullying 
occur, my initial response was to fear the 
lack of control I had over the situation.  
I wanted to do something about it, but I 
wasn’t sure of the right response.  I was 
momentarily in shock at what was hap-
pening and unsure of how to react.  

Bullying
the emotional reactions
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ANGER

Next, I felt anger raising my adren-
aline: I was ready to take action, 
which I knew I would regret... but 
who cares when it’s in the name of 
justice, right? Wrong! The aggres-
sion stemming from me witnessing 
something I had no control over 
helped no one.  Physically lashing 
out at someone for bullying doesn’t 
help the attacker nor the friend who 
is distraught from the verbal torture 
which is beating them down. 

CONFUSION

After the anger came confusion: when 
someone is being bullied, we tend to 
wonder why.  Why does the attack-
er care?  Why pick on another person?  
Why dislike someone for being them-
selves?  Why be bothered by the way 
someone looks?  Why care about some-
one else's sexuality?  Why hate someone 
because of the way they identify?  There 
are no good, sensible answers to any of 
these questions. 
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LIGHTHEARTEDNESS

After witnessing a bullying incident, 
positive emotional responses matter.  
Some people might be inclined to 
playfully try to lighten the mood in 
order to take the victim’s mind off of 
the perpetrators' words.

SADNESS

Following confusion, a sense of sadness 
rolls over you. Trying to make sense of 
bullying is impossible.  And in the after-
math of a bullying situation, we find our-
selves asking questions like, “What can 
I do?”,  “Who should I tell?”, “How can 
I help him/her/them?”. These questions, 
when we are unsure of the answers, leave 
us feeling distraught and unhelpful.
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CONFIDENCE

A good friend will remind the victim that they are valuable, that the bullying was totally undeserved.  They will attempt to instill 
confidence in the victim, encouraging them to push through and ignore the bully's ignorance.

In a situation where a friend is bullied, kindness, love, support and reassurance are needed.  Emotions are complex in these cir-
cumstances so take some deep breaths and remember that supporting your friends for who they are is the most important action 
you can take.  Apologizing for who you are is the first step to losing who you are.  Embrace your identity and individuality and 
encourage your friends to do the same.  My best advice is to ALWAYS be true to who you are. ■

POSITIVE VIBES

Others might approach the victim with 
kind words, physical embraces, reassur-
ance and encouragement for the victim 
to ignore the bullying and move on. 
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TTMO Elite models AVERY STEVENS and KOLTEN KIRSCHKE team up to assist Next-Up Models KAILEY AYERS and 
LEXI GRAVES in this little posing practice session.

RED  WHITE AND   BLUE
ELITE MODELS
AVERY STEVENS
   @averyannstevens
KOLTEN KIRSCHKE
   @koltenkirschke

NEXT-UP MODELS
KAILEY AYERS
   @kailey_model_
LEXI GRAVES
   @lexigravesofficial

PHOTOGRAPHER
IVAN FLORES
   @iflo.photo
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ABOUT KAILEY AYERS

Kailey was always in front of the camera 
growing up. Now, she is a 15 year old expe-
rienced, aspiring model. She has been mod-
eling for three years all over DFW. Kailey 
manages doing school, modeling, hobbies, 
and spending time with family and friends. 
She gets the motivation to pursue her ca-
reer from her family. She hopes to make the 
world better one smile at a time.
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ABOUT LEXI GRAVES

Lexi is a Louisiana native but proud to now be 
a Texan. She spends most of her time acting 
and modeling in the Dallas area but also sings 
and loves doing live performances. Lexi thrives 
in the independent film community in Texas 
and her obsession is horror. Lexi is very spon-
taneous and loves a challenge. Two random 
things about Lexi are she is fluent in French 
and wants to one day operate her own animal 
rescue.
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TTMO Elite model Bella Fenoglio and TTMO Next-Up Model Jadyn Fischer 
pair up to showcase two distinct looks: sporty and urban chic.

SEEINGSEEINGSEEING
DOUBLEDOUBLEDOUBLE

MODELS
BELLA FENOGLIO
   @bellafenoglio
JADYN FISCHER
   @jxadyn

PHOTOGRAPHER
IVAN FLORES
   @iflo.photo

SPORTY PAIR
Bella and Jadyn's 

first look pairs 
complimentary blue 

and pink pleated 
skirts with white 

asymmetrical tops, 
and sneakers.
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FASHION FORWARD
This 2nd look swaps the 
sporty look for something 
more chic; Bella with a 
vibrant pink blazer over a 
black top and shorts while 
Jadyn opts for a cream 
colored tweed set.
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FASHION
 S P O T L I G H T

MODEL
BELLA FENOGLIO
  @bellafenoglio

WARDROBE STYLING
MAREKA
  @m.inahsa

MAKEUP
SALLY ALVAREZ
  @sallyarkbeauty

HAIR STYLING
KELLI CATION
  @kelliecation.hair

PHOTOGRAPHER
GREG DANIELS
   @gregdaniels
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L G B T Q +
A C C E P T A N C E

MODEL
LEXI GRAVES
@lexigravesofficial

PHOTOGRAPHER
JULIEN KIBLER
@julien_kibler_studio

There is no greater 
acceptance LGBTQ+ 
youth can recieve 
than the acceptance 
they recieve from 
within their own 
home.

B eing a teen is hard. There are so many 
pressures, distractions and expecta-
tions to meet. School curriculums are 
harder than they have been before and 
social media apps put extra pressure 
on teens to be a certain way, look a 
certain way and are very time consum-
ing to keep up with. Then, there are 
extracurricular activities, state testing, 
peer pressure and relationship pres-

sures. Compound this with safety drills to train for active school 
shooter situations as part of going to school these days. Children 
are growing up in a much scarier world than ever before. The 
past two school years were met with a pandemic that greatly af-
fected everyone’s life. These are all things every teen everyday 
has to face. Now imagine being a gay teen, unfortunately still 
not socially accepted by some, and a lot of times the target of 
horrible bullying. Sadly, that lack of acceptance and bullying 
sometimes comes from your own home, oftentimes your own 
parents.  No matter where you go, no matter what you do, the 
pain follows you all the way to your own bedroom every night 
with no support and no one to talk to.  

PFLAG New York City reports that: Gay teens are 8.4 times 
more likely to report having attempted suicide and 5.9 times 
more likely to report high levels of depression compared with 
peers from families that reported no or low levels of family 
rejection; LGBTQ youth who reported higher levels of family 
rejection during adolescence are three times more likely to use 
illegal drugs; over HALF of gay males experience a negative 

parental reaction when they come out and in 26% of those cas-
es the youth was thrown out of the home; studies indicate that 
between 25% to 50% of homeless youth are LGBTQ and on the 
streets because of their sexual orientation or gender identity; 
and LGBTQ youth are overrepresented in foster care, juvenile 
detention, and among homeless youth. These facts and statistics 
do not even touch on the horrible treatment from peers, teachers 
and excessive bullying that LGBTQ youth have to endure on a 
daily basis outside of the home. No, these statistics are a direct 
result of what is happening INSIDE the home. What is the com-
mon denominator here? A clear lack of love and respect that 
needs to be addressed across all households and a huge call for 
all parents to reevaluate how they are treating their own chil-
dren. 

Studies have proven that being gay isn’t a choice. It isn’t a 
disease. It isn’t a sin. It isn’t wrong and it isn’t shameful. It 
is a way of life and a preference in love and attraction. Peri-
od. So why do so many parents struggle with compassion for 
their LGBTQ+ children more than their straight kids? Because 
society has molded into our minds that being gay isn’t accept-
able. For years people have kept their identities and love lives 
secret for fear of shame and rejection. Really the only people 
that should feel any shame are the very people judging and con-
demning. This social stigma needs to end with our generation. 
I pray when we reach an age that we start families of our own 
that we will do a better job with our own children. Below are 
some things parents of LGBTQ+ children can do to help them 
feel more loved and accepted and grow into the confident, suc-
cessful people that they were always intended to be.
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LISTEN

When your child comes out to you or 
has questions and is searching for guid-
ance, listen. Do not make fun, call names 
or walk out of the room. Sit down and 
LISTEN. Look your child in their eyes. 
Try to understand where they are coming 
from. Remember that they are scared to 
death of rejection and that they had the 
guts to try to come to you. Be receptive. 
Ask respectful questions to open up the 
conversation and show an interest. Re-
member that what is being discussed has 
zero to do with you or what Bob down 
the street might think, but everything to 
do with that child sitting in front of you. 
Remember that your job as a parent is to 
love and guide and PROTECT. Take on 
that protective energy for THEM and not 
what you fear others will think or say. 
You have to learn to listen and remember 
that this is their life and it is about them 
and nothing else.
 

SEEK COUNSELING

If you are a parent and you are strug-
gling with this LGBTQ+ revelation from 
your child, seek a counselor or medical 
professional to help you with questions 
and feelings. There are many options. 
You can select a counselor for your child 
one on one because you don’t feel 100% 
equipped to give them the support they 
need. You can talk to a counselor your-
self because you have a desire to learn 
more about ways to help your child and 
to understand what they are feeling and 
going through. A family counselor can  
help everyone  involved in the support 
system and has an open dialect with a 
medical professional to help steer the 
conversation and answer questions.  A 
school counselor is great as an ally in an 
environment where your child may feel 
unsafe or alone. Counselors are a WON-
DERFUL resource. They can help drive 
the conversation into a positive resolution 
instead of a potentially damaging one.
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Photo by TEJASWI GHAGADA
Makeup by JOJO
Models VICTORIA LARSEN, RAYAN BAGHDADI 
& JHONATAN FRITZEN

GET RID OF NAME CALLING 
AND STEREOTYPES IN YOUR 
HOME

Be mindful to stay away from offensive 
slang and words constructed to hurt mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community. Do not 
criticize choice of hair style or dress be-
cause it doesn’t fit the gender norms. Cel-
ebrate those in the LGBTQ+ community 
that are making positive differences in the 
community or celebrities that your fami-
ly enjoys watching on shows or listening 
to on the radio. Allow for self-expression 
and explore together the things your child 
really enjoys. Maybe you have a son that 
dreams of ballet or a daughter that wants 
to play football. Do not put gender spec-
ifications on their dreams or belittle their 
interests. Show support by signing them 
up for different activities and SHOWING 
UP to support them along the journey. 
Make every effort to make being gay feel 
as normal and accepted as possible within 
your own home. 

SHOW YOUR OWN SUPPORT 
OUT LOUD FOR LGBTQ+

Look for groups to join and other fami-
lies in the community to make friendships 
with. Sign up for PRIDE walks and ral-
lies and stand by your child’s side as they 
fight for the same basic rights everyone 
else is afforded. When you hear someone 
speaking down on the LGBTQ communi-
ty, speak up and do not be ashamed to let 
everyone know that you proudly support 
your child and their preferences. There 
is absolutely nothing wrong with loving 
your child and making it known to the 
entire world that you are their parent and 
you are proud and you have their back. 
Do your part in supporting the commu-
nity in every way that you can because 
every effort, no matter how small, does 
help make a difference.
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You have nothing to lose but everything to gain by being the parent your child needs you to be for them.  Everyone deserves 
love and kindness. Everyone deserves to feel appreciated and accepted. These are super basic concepts. They aren’t hard unless 
YOU make them hard. No matter what your child faces in this life, it will never change the fact that they are YOUR CHILD so 
be open minded and embrace it. We are only children for a very short period of time and we are constantly watching our parents 
for guidance on who we are going to become. Show your children love and respect and they will put it back out into the world 
and one day our world will become a much more beautiful place. ♥
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